Amelia Earhart

Pre-reading
Questions  What do you know about Amelia Earhart?
Definitions Endeavor — a serious attempt
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Navigation — determination of travel directions &oship or aircraft
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“Decide...whether or not the goal is worth the rigksolved. If it is, stop worrying....” These words
were spoken by Amelia Earhart. For decades, shstbad as a symbol of success and freedom for wome
worldwide. She is proof that we all can accompbsih dreams.

Amelia Earhart was born to Edwin Stanton and Amig @arhart on July 24, 1897. Mr. Stanton
worked for the railroad as a lawyer, but he lostjob due to alcoholism. Earhart and her younigters
busied themselves with hobbies that cost littla@money. They were encouraged by their parerity to
new things including those that were typically reed for boys such as baseball, fishing and insect
collecting. The girls also loved to read and wes/ good students.

After graduating from high school in 1915, Earh@anned to continue her education at college. Those
plans changed one day after she met four woundattWiar | veterans. Meeting the veterans broulgét t
war much closer to Earhart. In an effort to helpe became a nurse’s aide.

Earhart was fascinated by stories she heard afigiailots who had spent the war fighting from pkne
She also enjoyed watching airplane stunt showsevbidots looped and spun their planes through ithe a
On December 28, 1920, Earhart took her first amplade. After that first flight, she knew flyivgas her
destiny. She took her first flying lesson on January® 1

Earhart worked for a telephone company as a fdekdb pay for her first flying lessons that cadrie
$1,000 fee. In June 1921, she completed hersiistflight, and in 1922 she received her pilotehse.

Jobs for pilots were slim, especially for femaks she worked many odd jobs.

In 1927, Charles Lindbergh became the first peman to fly alone across the Atlantic Ocean. The
total distance was 3,610 miles, and it took 33 &@und 30 minutes for Lindbergh to complete thenilig

Five years later, on May 20, 1932, Earhart begarehdeavor to be the first woman to fly solo across
the Atlantic Ocean. Though she encountered mdfigudties during the flight, Earhart crossed thiavtic
in the record breaking time of 14 hours and 56 mesu

Earhart became a symbol of the “new woman.” Fremshort, boyish hairstyle to her relaxed, casual
dress, Earhadefied convention She said, “Women must try to do things men heed. When they fall,
their failure must be but a challenge to others.”

In June 1937, Earhart began the flight that woadhér last. She and Fred Noonan set out in a twin-
engine plane, thElying Laboratory in an attempt to fly around the world at the équaOn July 2, they
were due to land on tiny Howland Island, whichméydwo miles long and a half mile wide.

U.S. Coast Guard ships were placed in the Padifsehd navigation signals to Earhart. The ship
Itascasent signals to her, but she did not receive th8hre sent a few broadcasts. One of the first was,
“Cloudy and overcast.” Then an hour later, “We @reling.” Five hours later, thiklascacrew heard a last
message saying that they were circling around esuha looking for the island.

Amelia Earhart, Fred Noonan, and their plane disapgd. No traces of the plane or the pilots were
ever found. Many rumors exist, but the most rédiavidence suggests that the plane was tossedaf§e
my tumultuous weather, ran out of fuel and was #adwby large waves.

*Revised selection — original text authored by Manétey. Reprinted with permission by Deborah BgsnPh.D., Utah State University. Level 70



Understanding

1. What does Earhart’'s quote about goals, risk andywaean?

2. How did Earhart first get interested in flying?

3. When did she make her most famous flight?

4. Why was that flight such a historical one?

5. What does it mean tefy conventior? How was Earhart an example of this?

6. In what airplane did Earhart take her last flight?

7. What does the wordestiny mean?

8. How did Earhart’'s childhood affect her adult life?

Writing

Option A Summarize the reading in your won words.

Option B What new things did you learn? Could you seaselfidoing something like Earhart did?
Why or why not?
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